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SUBJECT: US-USSR ARMS CONTROL WORKING GROUP OFIFTH ROUND; FIRST MEET 
ING, JULY 19, 1978 

REF: STATE 178179 

RW MESSAGE NO. 2 

1 . THE FIRST MEETING OF ROUND FIVE OF THE US-USSR WORKING 
GROUP ON RADIOLOGICAL AND NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 
( RW/MDW ) WAS HELD WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 19 AT THE 
SOVIET MISSION. 

2. AMBASSADOR LIKHATCHEV (HEAD OF SOVIET DEL) OPENED 
ROUND FIVE WITH A STATEMENT FOCUSSING ENTIRELY ON THE 
SUBJECT OF NEW TYPES AND SYSTEMS OF WEAPONS OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION (MDW), IN CONFORMITY WITH SOVDEL'S PATTERN 
OF PREVIOUS ROUNDS. THE STATEMENT REITERATED STANDARD 
SOVIET POSITION ON NEW MDW AND STRESSED THE NEED TO 
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ESTABLISH AN AD HOC GROUP OF SCIENTIFIC EXPERTS TO STUDY 
POSSIBLE AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT OF NEW MDW (GENEVA 7896). 

LIKHATCHEV MAINTAINED THE AD HOC GROUP PROPOSAL MET THE 
U.S. VIEW THAT THE PROBLEM OF NEW MDW SHOULD BE KEPT 
UNDER CONTINUING REVIEW AND THAT AN APPROPRIATE AGREEMENT 
SHOULD BE NEGOTIATED AFTER THE DANGER OF SUCH WEAPONS 
APPEARING HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED. 
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3. AMBASSADOR FISHER (HEAD OF USDEL) RESPONDED BRIEFLY 
STATING THAT THE U.S. POSITION ON MDW AND THE SOVIET 
PROPOSED AD HOC GROUP WAS WELL KNOWN. HE POINTED OUT THAT 
HE HAD EXPECTED TO HEAR SOVIET REACTIONS TO THE REVISED 
KEY ELEMENTS ON RW INTRODUCED BY THE U.S. ON MAY 4 AND 
THAT HE HOPED FURTHER MEETINGS OF THE GROUP WOULD BE 
DEVOTED TO THAT SUBJECT AND THUS BE MORE PRODUCTIVE. 

4. IN LENGTHY EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS. LIKHATCHEV 
REITERATED THE GREAT IMPORTANCE THE SOVIETS ATTACH TO A 
COMPREHENSIVE MDW AGREEMENT, BUT ALSO STATED THAT SOVDEL 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO TAKE UP RW IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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